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The Digital Age Is 

Like The Web...  
 
 
 
More Information 
 
Open To All 
 
Get there with Links 
 
24/7 
 
Instantaneous  
 
Decentralized  
 
No Boundaries 
 
Unedited 
 
Searchable 
 
Transparent 
 
Power of Assembly 
 
Tailor Made 
 
No Middleman 
 
 
 
 

 
Unleashing a Citizen 
Participation that 
is… 
 
 
Fast Assembled 
 
Self Organizing 
 
Accessible to Many 
 
Borderless 
 
Customizable 
 
Potentially Outside of 
501 (c) 3 
 
Networked 
 
Knowledge Sourced 
 
Opportunistic 
 
 

 
 Pressuring 

Structured Nonprofits 
to… 

 
 
1. Work Faster 
 
2. Connect and Service 
Rather than Direct 
 
3.  Reverse Information 
Flows 
  
4.  Share Knowledge 
 
5.  Rethink “Member” 

 

And Pressuring 
Foundations to…  
 
Rethink and Relearn 
Ideas about 
--leadership 
--quality control 
--evaluation 
--credit 
--timetables 
 
 

Connected Activism:   

What the Digital Age Means for Foundations Funding Citizen Action Initiatives 

So They Can…  
 
--Optimize 
Assets in Digital 
Age 
--Provide 
Maximum 
Public benefit 

Handout for “Online Activism and Democracy”  Session/COF Community Foundations Conference 9/05 


